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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Rationale

In preparation for its annual New Jersewn&k Issues Conventipthe Board of Trustees ttie
New Jersey Black Issues Conventiammnunissioned a survey dilack opinion leaders in the
State of New JerseyThe Board requested the assistanceAufre and Tatiana Alleyne
(heretofore referred to asonsultants)in designing, administering, and reporting on shevey

of opinion leadersThe primary aim ofhe surveywasto identify themost pertinent issues that
the Back community faces in New Jersey in seemnomic and political areas and determine
priority issues.The findings of the survegre to l@ used as a tool in NJ BIC's discussions
during theannual New Jersey Black Issues Leadership Conveatidto help shape an action

agendamoving forward.

The survey was s¢ electronically to memberso NJ B C 6 whose eontacbimfdcmation
was availablgo the organizationThe abovementioned consultants weresponsible for the
creation and distribution of the survelgtamanagement, analysis and compilation of the final

report.

The informationcollected aims to achieve the following objectives:

U To understand the political attitudes of New Jersey Black leaders with respect to
national and state policies as well as federal and state officials and government
agencies.

0 Tounderstand Black leadérs per cepti on of the overal/l C
the state of New Jersey are heading and measure the level of optimism towards the
future among the New Jersey Black opinieaders

U To gauge the opinion of New Jersey Bldekdersas it pertais to the most important
issues facing the Black communi&y the national and state levels as well as most
effective strategies in addressing those issues.

U To understand key challenges facing Black families in New Jersey and #éissess
quality of the liung conditions in the State of New Jersey and its municipalities.
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Research Methodology
A. Survey design

The survey instrument was designed in consultation with key stakeholdersifioBil C6 s b o ar
and partner organizationsContracted consultantsvorked clogly with the relevant
stakeholders to outline the aims and goals of the survey to ensure that the instrument design
reflected and achieved these goals and objectiMes.survey design process also included a
review of relatedopinion leader surveyand ircorporation of relevant questions or themes

from existing surveysThe survey questions were designed to solicit information concerning

the following areas:

Demographic information

Political dtitudes

Political sssessment

Challenges facing the Black commty in New Jersey
Challenges facing the Black community in the United States
The personal and familyutiook of respondents

[T e A e R A

On-line versions of the survey were desigmsthg Survey Monkey, a wetased survey tool.
B. Data Collection

The survey was sent eteonically to all of themembers of the New Jersey Black Issue
Convention networkwho are accessible via emalitxtensive followup was conductedia
email by the consultants anda phone by NJBIC staffSince respondentsvere asked to
complete the suryein its entirety, all data collected were includadhe analysisA total of

218surveyswere collectedromtheme mber s of NJBI C6s net wor k.

C. Data Analysis

Survey responses were exported from Survey Monkey (online) into Microsoft Excel and
finally wereimported into SPSS data analysis softwdilee data were cleaned (for errors) and
recoded (where necessary) in SPSS and anal
Descriptive statistics were primarily used in the analysis and the data were analyzed

univariately for most of the survey.
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Summary of Findings

A. ABOUT THE SURVEY RESPONDENTS

The Black opinion leades surveyed by the New Jersey Black Issues Conventionhiggrby-
educatedndividuals,generallyover the age of 5@vorking in governmat agenciesacademia,

or the nonprofit sectoearning over$70,000annually. A significantly larger percentage of
femalesresponded to the survey than malggl% female t036% male)and he ages of
respondentsanged from 20 to 8@ith 62% age50 and older Close to half of the respondents
(47%) reside in counties in Central New Jersey and the smallest percentage of respondents
(17%) livein Southern New Jerse$9% of t hose surveyed have a
and85% have tleastaBac hel or 6s degree.

B. CHALLENGES FACING THE BLACK COMM UNITY AND STRATEGIES

Unemployment and poverty, ustent achievement and student dropout rategghborhood

crime and violene, schoolfunding, and the economic crisis weadentified as theop five

issues forthe Black community in the State of New Jersé\t.the national level, education,
unemployment and poverty, and crime and violence were prioritized as the most pressing
nationadissues for Blacks.

Of the many strategies proposed to address these challenges, tioe @b opportunities
public education reform, and facilitatingicreased political and community involvement
among Blacks werseen a the most effetive strategiemmongmost respondentsY ounger
respondentgages 2045), however,generallyidentified public education ferm as the most
importantstrategy while older respondemtspressed stronger support jolb creation.

Nearly 7 out of 10(67%) respondents rated tHeving conditions in New Jersey for black
families as@oor or very podi and a greaterpercentageof respondents are optimistic or
hopeful about the dlook for Blacks in the US (%) than in New Jersey (27%).

C. PoLITICAL ATTITUDES AND ASSESSMENT

The leaders surveyedre hghly satisfied with President Obafsajob performance but the
majority rate he New Jersey Governor and legislature pooAysignificant portion of
respondent$64%) evenfeel that @verna Christigs policies are morkarmful to Blacks than

other population group©nly about 13%of the leaders surveyambnsider their political views

to be conservative (whether moderately conservative or strongly conservative) and the majority
of the respondents (82%) identify with the Democratic party. 9 oli@ sespondents said that

they are likely to vote for Barack Obama in the 2012 election and 98% rated his job
perfor mance as A g lo acohtyast, 3086 offi respandehtd mted the NJ
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| egi sl aturebds perfor mance ahe sahe @tng tGavernorv e r y
ChrisChristie

. PERSONAL OUTLOOK

In spite of the tough economic climate and significant political changes withsiatenearly

half of the respondents (44%) felt that thei
as compared to last year. At the same time, significantly more respondents reported that their
family financial situation hé gottenworse or slightly worse (34%) thandgotten better or

slightly better (21%). Looking ahead to a year from now, 42% of respondents expect that their
familyds financi al situation wil |l remain t he
at leastslightly better off.Younger repondents were generally more optimisttwouttheir

family@s financial situation a year from now.

Respondentsdé | evel of satisfaction with the
respective residential neighborhoods differed by regigneater percentages of respondents
from South Jersey said they were Overy sat
Residents of North NJ were least likely among the other NJ geographic regions to be very
satisfied or satisfied with each of thepacts of where they live.
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ABOUT THE BIC SURVEY RESPONDENTS

Gender
N=178 %
Female 64
Male 36

Of the surveyrespondent$4% were female and
36% were maleslt is unlikely that the gender
disparity in the parent surveyasa function of

any bias Mhat was introduced in the

administration of the survey.

BIC Survey Respondent NJ County of Residence

23%

14%

| 14%

10%

9%
8%

Nearly half of the
(47%)

reside in Central New

N=186 respondents
Jersey and Southern
New Jersey was least
12% .
represented in the

survey with only 17%
of respondents as
residents. Looking at

Essex Middlesex Union

Mercer Camden Somerset Passaic Burlington Other NJ

specific countie of

Counties

residence, Essex

County is most represented in the survey (23%) and the next hjggresintage of respondents

residesin Middlesex or Union county (14% eaclbigure 1 in the Appendix presents a map of

New Jersey counties where survey respondenitderes

Age of Respondents

The majority of respondents (46%) to the NJ

Black Opinion Leader survey were 56 years

old and older. The median age for the survey

participants was 54 with a minimum age of

N=175 %
20-35 14

36-45 13

46-55 27

56+ 46

20 and tle maximumage of 83.
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Education Level

N=181 %
- A O OBegréelr Higher 59
"AAEAT 1 060 $ACOA 26
Community College or trade school 8
degree

High School Diploma or GED 7

Nearly 6 out 10 BIC survey respondents

have a Masters degree or higher an&25

of respondent s has on|
degree. Overall, 85% of the respondents
have at | east a Bachel o
other respondents 8% have a community
college or trade school degree and 7% have

a high school diploma or GE@verall, in the Statef New Jersey only 30% of residents over the
age of 24 hsadegee ar hihar¢Ceresls 00@).

Marital Status

N=184 %
Single/Never Married 26
Married 43
Divorced, Separated, or Widowed 31

O

Qu

2A0DPT 1T AAT O

N=174 %
Less than $35000 9

$35,000-50,000 16
$50,000-70,000 20
More than $70,000 55

43% of thesurvey respondents are currently
married and 26% are single and have never
been married. Overallthreefourths of
respondents (74%) have been married at
some point but 31% areurrently divorced,

separated, or widowed.

61% of respondents are currently employed
full-time and another 11% are self

employed. Overall, 79% of the respondents
are currently employed (6% employed part
time) and 16% are retired.Of the

respondents cumgly employed, most work

in government agencies (24%), nprofit organizations (24%) or at colleges amdiversities

(18%). Themajority (55%) of respondents eamm®re than $70,000 per year and 32% earn more

than $90,000 per year.
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B. CHALLENGES FACING THE BLACK COMMUNITY AND STRATEGIES
The top five issues that respondents saw as most important for the Black community in the State of

New Jersewere unemployment and poverty (23% of all respondents marked it as most important
or second most important),uskent achieement and student drop out 48 neidhborhood crime

and violence (1%), school funding (1%), and economic crisis ¥8). Urban and community
economic development7%o), property taxes4@o), access to quality health care (4%), higher
educatiod%), andhealth insurance 8) were alscselectedamong the top ten most important
issues for the Black community in New JersBfease refer to Table 1 in the Appendix for a

detailed distribution of responses.

Most Important Issues for the Black Community in New Jersey

Unemployment and Poverty

Student achievement and drop-out
Neighborhood crime and violence

School funding

Economiccrisis

Urbanand Community Economic Development
Property taxes

Access to quality health care

Access to higher education

Access to health insurance

Foreclosures

Environmental justice

Affordable housing

Hospital closures

School choice, vouchers and charter schools

Immigration

Percent

The remaining categories foreclosures, enronmental justice, affordable housing, hospital
closures, school choice, vouchers, and charter schools, and immigraioe considered as most

important only by a very small percentage of respondents.
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Top Two Most Important Issues for Black Community in
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33% and 13% of respondents consider unemployraed poverty as the most important and
second most important issugespectively. More respondents (20%) considered student
achievement and the student dropout rate as the second most important issue, with 17% of the
sample ranking this category as thstfimore important. Neighborhood crime and violence, as well

as school funding, saw a similar breakdown among the respondents who considered those issues of
top importance (nearly 10%), while about 12% of respondents saw those issues as second most
important.

When thinking about the United States, the top three issues that survey respondents identified as
most important or second most important were educaB@), unemployment and povertyS®)

and crime and violence 2%). Fewer respondents saw race tretes, racism and racial disparities

(9%), urban and community economic developm@&®@t)( and healthcare (6%) as issues of great
importance for the Black community in the US. Less than 1% of respondents mentioned
immigration, taxes, environmental justicedasocial security, welfare and Medicaid among the top

two most important issues for Blacks in the couniigble 2 in the Appendix contains percentages

of respondents who selected each issue as most or second most important.
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Most Important Issues for the Black Community in the US

Education

Unemployment/Poverty

Crime and Violence

Race relations, Racism, and Racial disparities
Urban/Community Economic Development
Health care

Economic Crisis (foreclosures)

Maorals and Moral Crisis

Affordable Housing

Social security, Welfare, and Medicare
Environmental injustice

Taxes

Immigration

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Percent

Nearly 74% of respondentsrsidered education, unemployment and poverty as well as crime and
violence as the most important issues for the Black community in the US. These three issues also
took the top three positions among the second most important challenges for Blacks imthg co

a total of nearly 59% of survey respondents. While only 2% of respondents marked healthcare as
the most important issue, nearly 11% of respondent considered it to be the second most important
issue affecting the webeing of Blacks on the natiahlevel. Similarly, more respondents viewed
urban and community economic development, affordable housing, morals and moral dhsis as

second most important issues.
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Top Two Most Important Issues for the Black Community in the US

B Mostimportant B Second mostimportant

Povety (21%), crime and violence in residential neighborhoods (22%) as well &sléaness

(14%) are the top three most important issues for Black families in New Jersey, according to survey
respadents. Respondents also saw financial mismanagerh@b),(affordable housing (8%), and

lack of intergeneration wealth P6) as very impdant for the weHlbeing of Black families in New
Jersey.

35% of respondents considered poverty as the most important issue for Black families in New
Jersey, with only 7% of respondemsslectig poverty as the second most important issue. Crime
and violerre in residential neighborhoods was seen as the most important issue by 17% of
respondents and as the second most importdoyt 28% of respondents. Additionally, 11% and
16% of respondentsdentified fatherlessness as the first and secondt ntoportant $sue

respectively (please see Table 3 for the distribution of responses among survey participants).
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Most Important Issues for Black Families in New Jersey

Domesticviolence -

Welfare dependence

Teen pregnancy and parenting
Poor access to quality healthcare
Affordable Housing

Lack of strong spiritual foundation
Financial mismanagement

Lack of intergenerational wealth

Fatherlessness

Crime and violence in residential areas

Poverty

0] 5 10 15 20 25

Percent

Percent

40

35

30

25

Top Two Most Important Issues for Black Families in
New Jersey

B Mostlmportant

(\be’ m Second Mostlmportant
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An equal percent of respondents (11%) considered financial mismanagement and affordable
housing aghe second most important issues for Black farsiiie New Jersey. At the same time, a
slightly smaller share of respondents (8% and 6%) viewed financial mismanagement and affordable
housing as issues of first importance for Black families in New Jersey. Such issues as poor access to
quality healthcare,een pregnancy and parenting, welfare dependence and domestic violence
received fewer responses and were viewed mostlgeasnd most important issues for Black

families in New Jersey.

Most Effective Strategies for Addressing Challenges Facing the

Black Community
Conductingtrainings and empowerment seminars
Lohbying for Black community needs
Increasing the number of Blacks in positions of power
Community organizing

Supporting the development of Black business ownership

Increasing political and community involvement of Blacks
Reforming public education

Creating job opportunities

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

Percent

® Most Effective  mSecond Most Effective  m Third Most Effective
A considerablylarger share of respondents ¥@bidentified one of theeconomic development
strategies as the most effective in addressing issues of the Black communégudinshare of
respondents (2%) selectedone of the political or community developnt strategies as most
effectivein dealing with Black issues. Wheodking at the distribution of responses for the second
most effective strategies, economic and community development recaivedqual percent of
responses (37%with 26% of survey respondents marking one of the political development

strategies as the sewb most important. Among the third most effective strategies, community
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development appears to be most dominant with 43% of respondents selecting one of its strategies.
Community development is followed by economi@¥d and political development (2§. These

results suggest that New Jersey Black opinion leaders see economic and community development
asthemost effective ways for addressing challenges facing the Black community.

Among the strategieislentified as most effective the following three reagvmost attention from
respondents: creation of job opportunities (36%), public education refGds),(and facilitation of

political and comranity involvement of Blacks (26). The same strategies were marked as second
most effective with public educatioreform being the most conmon response in this category
(23%). Other strategies prioritizedy the respondentscluded: support for the evelopment of

Black business @ viewed as second most effective &% as third most effective strategy) and
attraction of business into Black communitie®94 marked as second most effective 8#eas third

most effective)See Table 4 in the Appendix for the distribution of answers among the respondents.

. . While more tharhalf of the respondents
Most important problem area for Blacks in

New Jersey by Respondent's Age Group rated C’lJnempl()yment/poverQ/ and dGstudent

I-:-: u Other achievemeritas the mstimportantproblem area

urban/Community Economic | for Blacks in NJacross allage group, student

Development

¥ School Funding achieement was deemed the rhosnportant

100%

90%

80%
70%
60%

50%

® Economic Crisis |Ssue for 30% Of a-45 yea OIdS e ) Comp%d to
B Neighborhood Crime and Only 10% for 46_55 wa‘ Olds and 14% for

Violence

40%
30%

20%

B Student Achievement and respondents over 55At the same time, the

Student Drop Out

= Unemployment/Poverty percent of respondentge 4455 yeas old (42%)

10%

0%
20-45yr olds 46-55yrolds 56yrsold and

n=47 148 above or 56+ (40%)who ratedunemploymerpovertyd

Most important problem area for Blacks in as the most important issue for Blacks in NJ is

the US by Respondent's Age Group twice as highas that of 2845 year olds 21%).

o E-E-I m Other The same pattern is clear in respondénigws
] - T ~ mumacenmuniveceronic | about the most important issue for Blacks at the
o evelopmen

6o = Race Relations, Racism, Racial | national level Whereas 8% of 20-45 year olds

50% Disparities

‘3‘2; Crime and Violence rate educationsathe most important issug8%
ig; ® Unemployment/Poverty of 46-55 year olds an@8% of respondents older
0% § Education than 55rate it as most important.

20-45 yr olds 46-55yrolds 56 yrs old and

above

n=47 n=48 n=80
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Similarly, 32% of respondents 245 years old identifiedreforming the public education system as

the most effective strategwhile

Most effective strategy forladdressmg Black only 4% of the 46-55 group and
Issues by Respondent's Age Group

100% 16% of respondents over Shd

90%
80%

Other the  same. Creating job
70% B Community Organizing Opporturilties was prioritized by
60%
50%

B Supporting the development the two oldest age groupNearIy

| of Black business ownership

0% W Increasing the number of half of 4655 year 0|dS(48%)
’ blacksin positions of power L . . .
30% Increasing Black Political and prlorltlzed areating jOb
20% Community Involvement
_ Ce A . o
10% m Creating Job Opportunities Opp)rtunltleS) while Only 28%
0% B Reforming the Public and 33% did thesame for ages
20-45 yr olds 46-55 yr olds 56 yrs old and Education System
above 2045 and 56 and older,

respectively.

Opinion on the Effectiveness of Various Entities in Addressing
Issuesin the Black Community in New Jersey
(Mean Ratings on the 5-pointscale: 1-very ineffective; 5-very effective)
3.15
3.06 3.00
.75
2.31 2.38
Federal government State/city Community Churches/faith-based Professionalftrade  Civil rights, social Families
government organizations/NGOs groups associations justice/advocacy
groups

The chart above presents the means of ratings of effeetigzesf various entities on gpbint scale,

where 1is dvery ineffectivéand 5is dvery effectivéd Based on the datan averageespondents
consider community and nonprofit organizations (3.15), churches anebém#d groups (3.06),
families (3.0) anccivil rights, social justice and advocacy groups (2.99) to be more effective in
addressing issues facing the Black community than the federal (2.75), state and municipal (2.31)

governments as well as professional and trade associations (2.38)tdtasting to notehowever,
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that none of these entities were ranked by a large share of respoamldnteffective) and 5 (very

effective).See table 5 in the Appendix for the detailed distribution of responses.

Respondents' Rating of New Jersey Living
Conditions for Black Families

B Good MPoor MVerypoor

fexcel

The most

respondent so

|l ent O

n

opinion on

33% of survey respondents rated the living
conditions for Black families in the State of New
Jersey as good, while the majority of respondents
(67%) rated New Jersey living conditions as poor

or very poor. None of the respondents marked

response

living condtions for Black families in New Jersey.

common response category for

Blacks in both the United States and New Jersey fisU n ¢ ed At dhe same time, ore

respondentareuncertain about the futeroutlook for Black in the State of New Jersey (52%) than

in the US (450). A significantly greater number of respondents are optimistic or hopeful about the

outlook for

Blacks in the US
(40.5%) than in
NJ (27%).

Respondents agsd
20-45 are more

optimistic about
the future
outlook for
Blacks in the US
and NJ.53% of

this group is

optimistic about

Respondents’ Opinion on the Future Outlook for
Blacks in the US and New Jersey (%)

B United States

Optimistic/hopeful

B New Jersey

Pessimistic/gloomy

Uncertain

52.0

the outlook for Blacks in the US as commhrd 43% and38% for ages @55 and 56+

respectively

t

(
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C. PoOLITICAL ATTITUDES AND ASSESSMENT

Nearly all of the survey respondents (98%) indicated that they voted in the 2008 Presidential

election.

66% of respondents are

el : o
Respondents' Political Views (%) strongly liberal, liberal, or

. moderately liberal. 21% of
strongly conservative

respondents are moderate,
conservative .
while 12% are moderately

moderately conservative conservative, conservative

moderate or strongly conservative.

moderately liberal 304 The najority of

liberal respondents (P9),

however, are centered on

strongly liberal
EY moderate, moderately

liberal and literal.

The vast majority of

Respondents' Party Affiliation

2% 2%

respondents (82%)
identified themselves as
democrats, and only 2%

idenified themselves as

® Republican republicals. 14% marked

B Democratic .
themselves as independent

Independent . e
P and 2% identified as other,
m Other

which was specified by

some as progressive or

nornpartisan
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If the 2012 election was held
today, the majority  of

respondents to the survey (88%)
indicated that they would be
likely to vote for the incumbent
President Obama. 11% of
respondents were uncertain
about their voting preference,
while only 1% is lilely to vote

for an independent candidate.

The respondents almost unanimously (98%) evaluate the performance of President Barack Obama
as excellent or good. On the contrarg% of respondents rankete performance of Governor
Chris Christie as poor

or very poor, while

only 24% evaluatehis

performance as good.

The responses

pertaining to the

performance of the

US Congress were

divided with 4%

evaluating Congresso

performance as

excellent or good and

54.5% of respondents

rating Congresso

performance apoor or very poorThe majority of respondents (&9 ratedthe performance of the
New Jersey Legislature as poor or very poor while the remaBilfg ratedthe legislature as

good.




